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and after great exertions made out tHs accusation, "which tlie
young queen utterly denied. " She never was near the gallows,"
she said, " never at that time knew where it was, until lately when
she was walking with the king in Hyde park." A fine terminus to
the evening walk of a fair young queen under eighteen! Another
tale was embodied in council-minutes, k* that the queeu's priests
had made her, for penance, eat off wooden trenchers." When
Bassompierre asked her, " How about the wooden platters ?" the
queen disdained to reply.

Henrietta could not express herself in English, and Bassom-
pierre, her countryman, who knew not one word of it, certainly
argued her defence at a great disadvantage. However, he privately
gave Henrietta the good advice to humble her high spirit to her
husband, and endeavour to conciliate his friend. The perverse
Henrietta then quarrelled with him, defied Buckingham, and
behaved worse than ever to Charles. But the brave Frenchman,
who had fought through the Huguenot wars by her heroic father's
side, and had known her from her babyhood, of course looked
upon her as on any other spoiled girl of seventeen. He soon told
her his mind, and induced bettor behaviour. Finally, he left the
royal pair much better friends than he found them.

War soon after ensued between England and Franco. King
Charles supported the independence of Holland, which cardinal
Bichelieu had vainly tried to make him crush. He likewise fitted
out a navy, and sent it to the relief of the French Protestants. It
was under the command of Buckingham, no seaman, though brave
enough. Of course the naval war was unsuccessful. Before
another expedition sailed, Buckingham was assassinated at Ports-
mouth, August, 1628, by Felton fche fanatic. And with him ceased
all Henrietta's married infelicity.

The parliament of Charles refused all supplies for the war in be-
half of the Protestants, unless he consented to put to a death of tor-
ture every Catholic priest exercising the rites of his religion, and
gave his veto for confiscating the property of all Roman Catholics
in his realm. Charles was more tormented by the Hoinan Catholics
than any man in his dominions, and they would have done all
they could against him; yet he was too good in heart and spirit to
authorize such wholesale robbery and murder. He 'thought the
penal laws already cruel enough, and perhaps he wished them to
be pat on the same footing as the great Henry, his queen's father,
tad left the French Protestants.

From this period may be dated the disunion between king and
parliament. He ceased to summon it. If we may believe sir
William Temple, the chief agitators against Charles in the house